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News Release:
SIEDO Names New Executive Director

The Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization (SIEDO) has named Connie
Stopher as its new Executive Director. Most recently, she was the Executive Director of
the South Coast Development Council in Coos Bay,

Oregon. Stopher will join SIEDO March 15, 2017

In this position, Stopher will be responsible for leading S]E‘II)

the economic development activities in Southern Idaho SouTHERN IpAHO
to develop and grow the region by working closely with Econosmic DEVELOPMENT
SIEDQO's executive board, member cities/counties, the ODRGANIZATION

College of Southern Idaho, Business Plus,
regional/state agencies and site selectors.

SIEDO was formed in 2001 to support and expand economic development efforts
throughout Southern Idaho.

« "l feel incredibly honored to have been selected for the
- position with SIEDO," Stopher said. "The region has

> seen tremendous success over the last several years,
" and I'm excited to be working with the talented
individuals and communities that have supported that
growth."

"We are excited to add Connie Stopher to SIEDO in
support of our many communities, regional and state
partners," said Dan Olmstead, SIEDO chair. "She brings
extensive skKills in all areas of economic development having run a similar organization in
Oregon. She offers the ability to develop a vision for the region to move the organization
and economic successes in Southern Idaho forward. She has already connected with
several of our regional partners in the interview process and is ready to hit the ground
running," he said.

Brad Wills has served as interim director since October and will be available to assist
Stopher through the transition phase. "Brad has been tremendous in keeping SIEDO
moving forward over the last few months. We were fortunate to have him with us and
extend him our thanks for all his hard work," Olmstead said.

Connie Stopher has served as executive director of the South Coast Development Council
in Coos Bay, Oregon since 2014. She was responsible for launching their Business
Retention and Expansion program, leading an expansion of the organization's regional
presence, and assisting with numerous business start-ups, expansions, and relocations,
that has added hundreds of new jobs throughout the region. She has also served as an



economic development specialist for Bannock Development Corporation and human
resource workforce training instructor at Idaho State University (ISU). She earned a
master's degree in public administration and a bachelor of arts in political science from

ISU.

Join us in welcoming Connie and her family to Southern Idaho!

Warm regards,

Rebecca Wildman
Executive Director
BusinessPlusinc@msn.com
208-539-6470

Mission Statement

Business Plus, Inc. is a regional non-profit organization made up of forward-thinking
private businesses with the goal of growing our economy through job creation in the Magic

Valley.

Follow this link to the Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization's website

Campaign Investors

PLATINUM ($10.,000-$25,000)

First Federal®
D.L. Evans Bank
Idaho Central Credit Union

GOLD ($5,000-$9,999)

Columbia Bank

Cooper Norman, CPAs

Idaho Dairymen's Association

Idaho Power*

Project Mutual Telephone (PMT)*

St. Luke's Magic Valley*

Washington Federal

Woodbury Corporation (Magic Valley Mall, Target,
Best Buy & Dick's Shopping Centers)

SILVER ($2,500-$4,999)

American Real Estate & Appraisal®
Dot Foods

EHM Engineers, Inc.

Elevation 486

Farmers National Bank

Givens Pursley, LLP

Idaho National Lab (INL)*
Intermountain Gas Company*

Lytle Signs

Mountain West Realty

Mr. Gas*

NOVOLEX/Hilex Poly

Oasis Stop 'N Go & Travelers' Oasis*
PCA Packing Corporation of America
Times-News

BRONZE Cont.

Goode Motor Auto Group
J-U-B Engineers

K&T Steel Corp*

KMVT

McAlvain Group of Companies
Middlekauff Auto Group
Minidoka Memorial Hospital
Nelson & Co.

Nu-Vu Glass

Power Engineers

Starr Corporation*
TEC-Distributing of Idaho*
Titlefact, Inc.”

TitleOne*

Westfall & Westfall CPAs / Impact Athletic Club*
Wills, Inc.*

Wills Toyota*

Zions Bank

COMMUNITY ($100-$999)

Boccard Life Sciences

Cable One

Doug Shelk CPA with Deagle
Ames & Co.

Gem State Welders Supply*

i.t. Integrated Technologies

Moss Greenhouses

Neil Christensen Insurance

New Leaf Properties

Oregon Trail RV Park

St. Luke's Jerome*



United Electric Co-op, Inc. Stevens Pierce & Associates CPAs*

U.S. Bank Stratus Communications, LLC
Watkins Distributing*
Wells Fargo Bank IN-KIND SUPPORT
WillTran, Inc. 3-Day Kitchen & Bath
WOW Logistics Cable One
Century 21 Riverside Realty
BRONZE ($1,000-$2.,499) CH2M
Alliance Title & Escrow* Con Paulos Chevrolet
Banner Bank D.L. Evans Bank
BBSI Dot Foods
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Elevation 486
Idaho Homes & Properties Fabri-Kal
Best Western Burley Inn Farm Bureau Insurance
Blue Lakes Inn / Snake River Pool & Spa First Federal
Cassia Regional Hospital - Goode Motor Auto Group
Intermountain Healthcare* Intermountain Gas Company
Chobani KMVT
Clear Springs Foods* Minidoka Memorial Hospital
Collins Connection Mr. Gas / Mr. Wash
Kent & Cindy Collins NOVOLEX/Hilex Poly
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices* Packaging Specialties of Idaho (PSI)
Con Paulos Chevrolet Project Mutual Telephone (PMT)
Eastern Idaho Railroad (EIRR) Starr Corporation
Elwood Staffing Times-News
Farm Bureau Insurance United Electric Co-op, Inc.
First American Title Company US Bank
Fisher Construction Watkins Distributing
Giltner, Inc. Wells Fargo Bank

WOW Logistics
*indicates 10+ years of support since 2003
|

www.business-plus.org



